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     MINUTES FOR JULY 21 2011 
 
   
 ACCEPTED REVISED MINUTES FOR HEARING ON May 19, 2011 
 
 ACCEPTED MINUTES FOR HEARING ON June 16, 2011 
 
1. McCue’s Taxi Watertown Yellow Cab, Inc. 
 7 Main Street 
 Fuel Charge and Rate Increase     Approved 3-0 
 
2. Baltazar Ayala d/b/a Q-Wic-Pic Deli 
 107 Nichols Avenue 
 New Common Victualler License     Approved 3-0 
 
3. Miller’s Ale House, Inc. d/b/a 
 Miller’s Ale House 
 617 Arsenal Street 
 Transfer All Alcohol Common Victualler    Approved 3-0 
 
4. Djano V. Kheremian d/b/a Timeless Jewelry 
 100 Main Street 
 Second-Hand Dealer’s License     Denied 3-0 
 
5. Iqbal Shahzad d/b/a Sunny Transportation Service 
 31 Waverley Avenue 
 Livery/Limousine License    Continued to August 18, 2011  
 
6. 555 Limo Service, Inc. 
 555 Pleasant Street #5210 
 Livery/Limousine License      Approved 3-0 
 
7. Foreign Auto Imports d/b/a Toyota & Scion of Watertown 
 149 Arsenal Street 
 Modification of Auto Repair License Hours to Include Sunday Approved 2-1 
 
 
8. Post Motors, Inc. d/b/a Lexus of Watertown 
 330 Arsenal Street 
 Modification of Auto Repair License Hours to Include Sunday Approved 3-0 
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9. Charles River Automotive, LLC 
 594 Pleasant Street 
 New Auto Repair License      Approved 3-0 
 
10. Armenian Cultural & Educational Center 
 47 Nichols Avenue   Board recommended list of Managers & 

Show Cause               Plan for the use of special one-day licenses. 
 
 
11. John and Kimberley Stathakis d/b/a Orchard Park Grill 
 208-210 Waverley Ave. 
 Show Cause        2 Day Suspension 
 
12. Tantawan Thai Cuisine, Inc. 
 356 Arsenal Street 
 Show Cause        Revoked 3-0  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 7:32 PM to 10:45 PM     Donna B. Doucette, Chairman 
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Present:  Donna B. Doucette, Robert J. Whitney, George B. Newman, Sandra Kasabian Hoffman 
 
   
1.  The Watertown Licensing Board met to consider the application of McCue’s Taxi, 
Watertown Yellow Cab, Inc. 7 Main Street for approval of an increase in taxicab rates and a fuel 
surcharge.   
 

Sean McCue and Matthew McCue appeared in support of the application.  Sean McCue stated 
that McCue’s Taxi has been in business in Watertown for 65 years and that the last Board approval of 
a taxicab rate increase was in 2005.  He noted that the rates in Watertown have traditionally been 
lower than those of other towns, but costs of operation are increasing and an increase is needed.  The 
proposed increase represents an approximately 20% increase in the current rates.  The primary rate 
changes are increases in the initial “drop fee” from $2.00 to $2.50 and a change in the additional mile 
increment charge from $0.50 for each 1/5 mile to $0.60 for each 1/6 mile.  He said that even with the 
increases, Watertown taxi fares would not rise above those in surrounding communities and would 
still be lower than some. 

 
Sean McCue explained that based on information published by the Energy Information 

Administration within the United States Department of Energy, gasoline prices are up $0.92 from 
July of 2010.  Therefore, a fuel surcharge is requested.  He noted that the Board had approved 
surcharges previously, in September of 2005 and April of 2006.   

 
In response to questions from the Board, Sean McCue stated that the surcharge would be 

applied on a per trip basis.  Matthew McCue explained that a surcharge had been adopted in Newton 
in 2007 based upon gasoline prices.  

  
    The Licensing Board voted unanimously to approve the following rate increase and fuel 
surcharge for all Hackney Carriage License Holders in Watertown:   
 
 Taxicab Fare Rates  
 Initial drop - $2.50  
 Each additional 1/6 mile - $0.50 
 Waiting time (per hour) - $30.00 
 Total first mile - $5.50 
 Total each additional mile - $3.00 
 
 Fuel Surcharge 
 
 The surcharge shall be based on the gasoline pump price, to be determined as of May 31 and 
November 30 of each year based upon prices posted by the American Automobile Association (AAA) 
(http://fuelgaugereport.aaa.com/?redirectto=http://fuelgaugereport.opisnet.com/MAmetro.asp).  The 
surcharge will be subject to adjustment on a semi-annual basis and shall be applied according to the 
following index: 
 
 Gasoline Pump Price $3.01 to $3.50   Surcharge = $0.50 
 Gasoline Pump Price $3.51 to $4.00   Surcharge = $1.00 
 Gasoline Pump Price $4.01 to $4.50   Surcharge = $1.50 
 Gasoline Pump Price $4.51 to $5.00   Surcharge = $2.00 
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2. Baltazar Ayala 
 d/b/a Q-Wic-Pic Deli 
 134 Walnut Ave. #1 
 Revere, MA 02151 

 
 The Watertown Licensing Board met to consider the application of Balthazar Ayala d/b/a Q-
Wic-Pic Deli for a common victualler license to be exercised at 107 Nichols Avenue.   
 

Mr. Ayala appeared in support of the application.  Mr. Ayala stated that he has 7 years 
experience as a cook.   

 
Sergeant Grady stated that the Police Department had no objection to the granting of the 

requested license, provided that the conditions stated below were imposed.   
 
     The Licensing Board voted unanimously to grant the requested license, subject to the 
following conditions: 
 

1. The hours of operation shall not exceed 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday through 
Sunday. 

 
2. There shall be no alcoholic beverages on the licensed premises. 
 
3. There shall be no more than 8 seats, which shall be limited to the area shown on the 

plan submitted (floor sketch plan received in the office of the Town Clerk on June 2, 
2011, “Q-Wic-Pic Deli – 107 Nichols Ave. Watertown”).   

 
 3. Miller’s Alehouse, Inc. 
 d/b/a Miller’s Alehouse 
 c/o Anthony Rovet 
 28 Hanrahan Avenue 
 Farmingville, NY 11738 

 
 The Watertown Licensing Board met to consider the application of Miller’s Alehouse, Inc. 
d/b/a Miller’s Alehouse for a transfer to it of the all alcohol common victualler license previously 
exercised at 617 Arsenal Street by Bugaboo Creek Holdings, Inc.   
 
 Attorney William York appeared on behalf of the applicant, together with Ray Holden, 
president, Peter Rodriguez, design consultant, and Anthony Rovet, the proposed initial manager.  In 
addition, representatives of the current owner of the property, Waterpart LLC, were in attendance:  
Bill McQuillan and Rob Wolf.     
 

Attorney York explained that the applicant proposes significant exterior improvements and 
renovations to the existing restaurant facility, at an estimated cost of approximately $4.6 million.  
Miller’s Alehouse intends to serve a lunch and dinner menu.  It will occupy the site where the 
Bugaboo Creek Restaurant operated for 16 years with a 7-day alcohol license. 

 
A report prepared for the applicant’s several restaurants in the United States shows that the 

percentage of food sales to total sales exceeds 68%.   
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Miller’s Alehouse currently has 54 locations in the United States, from what was started as a 
family business in the 1980s.  It hopes to open additional locations in the Boston area. 

 
Mr. Holden stated that he began working for Miller’s Alehouse with the founding family at a 

time when only three restaurants existed.  He then took over the operation of the business.  He 
explained that the restaurant attempts to create a neighborhood feel, with a sport and nautical themed 
décor.  The restaurants offer a diverse menu that is affordable and value driven.   

 
In response to questions from the Board, Mr. Holden stated that the restaurants are corporately 

owned and not franchised.  Eighty percent of the food served is made on the restaurant premises.   
 
Mr. Rodriguez stated that windows in the building along Arsenal Street will open, over a 3-

foot wall.  The windows will be screened.   
 
Mr. Rovet stated that he anticipated spending approximately 4-5 months on site during the 

renovation process and would oversee hiring for the restaurant.  This will be his ninth restaurant 
build-out operation.  He noted that alcohol service training is a required element for all employees. 

 
In response to questions from the Board regarding the request for a 7-day license at the start of 

operations, Attorney York stated his view that a 7-day license was warranted on the basis of the food 
to alcohol sales ratio demonstrated by the applicant’s other restaurants.  He noted that the site is in a 
commercial area, within a mall and has been the site of a 7-day license for several years.  He added 
that there is sufficient on-site parking and that the prior Bugaboo Creek operation worked well with 
the same site circumstances that will remain. 

 
 In response to a question from the Board, Mr. Holden stated that in 23 years of business the 

applicant has had zero alcohol violations.   
 
Sergeant Grady stated that the Police Department had no objection to approval of the transfer, 

provided that the conditions stated below were imposed.   
 
 The Licensing Board voted unanimously to approve the requested transfer, subject to the 
following conditions: 
 

1. The hours of operation shall not exceed 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. Monday through 
Saturday and 12:00 noon to 12:00 midnight on Sunday. 

 
2. The maximum seating capacity shall be 324 persons as shown on the plan submitted 

(Sheet PD-1 of plans prepared by RPC, 248 Levy Rd., Atlantic Beach FL, dated 02-
21-11, entitled “Preliminary Floor Plan”).  The capacity is subject to reevaluation upon 
submission and approval of final design and floor plans.   

 
3. Issuance of the license shall be contingent upon the Licensing board’s approval of a 

suitable manager of record.   
 
4. Upon the naming of an approved manager, all servers employed by the licensee shall 

attend and successfully complete an alcohol awareness training program (e.g., TIPS) 
within 90 ninety days of hire or expiration of certification. 

 
5. Copies of all alcohol awareness training certifications shall be forwarded to the Town 

Clerk’s office.   
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4. Djano Kheremian 
 d/b/a Timeless Jewelry 
 100 Main Street 
 Watertown, MA 02472 

  
 The Watertown Licensing Board met to consider the application of Djano Kheremian d/b/a 
Timeless Jewelry for a secondhand dealer’s license to be exercised at 100 Main Street.   
 

Mr. Kheremian appeared in support of the application.   Mr. Kheremian explained that he had 
moved to the United States in 1976 when he was 5 years old and that his family has been active in the 
jewelry business for approximately 55 years.  He has 23 years of personal experience in the jewelry 
business, and opened a jewelry store at 100 Main Street 2 months ago. He is requesting a secondhand 
dealer’s license as a means of supplementing the store’s income.  It would provide an approximately 
20% income source and would help to expand the business.     

 
In response to questions from the Board, Mr. Kheremian stated that purchase of items 

presented would be at his discretion and that he would not resell those items but sell them to a 
refinery.  He noted that he would photograph items and use acid testers to determine if any items were 
fake.     

 
Sergeant Grady stated that the Police Department recommended denial of the application for 

the following reasons:   
 

(1) The Department does not believe that the purchase and resale of jewelry is in 
the best interests of the Town.     

 
(2) This type of business would attract a certain clientele with criminal tendencies 

to the Town of Watertown. 
 
(3) The purchase and resale of jewelry items is a prime avenue for disposal of 

stolen property. 
 
(4). In response to a question from the Board, Sergeant Grady stated that currently 

there are no secondhand jewelry dealers of record in the Town. 
 
 For the reasons stated in the Police Department recommendation, the Licensing Board voted 
unanimously to deny the application. 
 
5. Iqbal Shahzad 
 d/b/a Sunny Transportation 
 31 Waverley Avenue 
 Watertown, MA 02472 
 
   The Watertown Licensing Board met to consider the application of Iqbal Shahzad d/b/a 
Sunny Transportation for a livery/limousine license to be exercised from 31 Waverley Avenue, 
Watertown, MA.  The applicant failed to provide sufficient evidence that all the abutters have been 
properly notified, therefore the Board voted unanimously to continue the hearing on this application 
to August 18, 2011 at 7:15 p.m. in the Philip Pane Hearing Room, Administration Building, 149 Main 
Street, Watertown, MA.   



 7 

 
 
6. 555 Limo Service, Inc. 
 555 Pleasant Street, #5210 
 Watertown, MA 02472 

 
 The Watertown Licensing Board met to consider the application of 555 Limo Service, Inc. for 
a livery/limousine license to be exercised from 555 Pleasant Street.   
 

Feng Pai appeared in support of the application.  Mr. Pai stated that he has 4 years experience 
with U.S. Car Service.  Two vehicles are proposed to be used in connection with the license, one of 
which he owns.  That vehicle is also a personal vehicle, and will be parked at Repton Place 
Condominium.  The other vehicle will be garaged outside of Watertown.  Each vehicle is a Honda 
Odyssey van.   

 
Sergeant Grady stated that the Police Department had no objection to the granting of the 

requested license, provided that the conditions stated below were imposed.   
 
 The Licensing Board voted unanimously to grant the requested license, subject to the 
following conditions: 
 

1. The license shall be limited to prearranged transportation of persons rather than on the 
street pickup of persons. 

 
2. The licensee shall maintain a current motor vehicle driving record of all employees 

who are hired as drivers of any motor vehicle to be used in conjunction with the 
license.   

 
3. If any driver for the licensee receives more than three moving violations or is involved 

in more than one surchargeable accident within a 12-month period, he/she shall be 
required to attend a defensive driving training course within 90 days of exceeding 
those limits.   

 
4. The licensee shall keep all records on file and they shall be made available for review 

by any agent of the Licensing Board.   
 
5. One vehicle shall be garaged in Watertown at 555 Pleasant Street in space #268 as 

shown on the site plan excerpt submitted and received in the office of the Town Clerk 
on May 26, 2011.   

 
 
 

7. Foreign Auto Imports 
 d/b/a Toyota & Scion of Watertown 
 149 Arsenal Street 
 Watertown, MA 02472 
 

 
  The Watertown Licensing Board met to consider the application of Foreign Auto Imports 
d/b/a Toyota & Scion of Watertown for a modification of its motor vehicle repair license to include 
Sunday hours of operation.   
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Attorney William York appeared in support of the application, together with Murray Patkin, 

president.   Attorney York explained that the Patkin family has been in the automobile business since 
the 1950s and has been a Lexus dealer since 1989.  The business currently offers service Monday 
through Saturday and has not received any noise or traffic complaints, nor been the subject of any 
disciplinary violations.  The application is being presented to the Board on account of customer 
demand for Sunday hours, reflecting a change in the times. 

 
Attorney York submitted a list of other area automobile dealers and service establishments 

operating on Sunday.  He noted that the license holder’s business is in a retail area and no auto body 
work is done.  The licensee is concerned that if it cannot meet customer demand, it may lose 
customers. 

 
In response to a question from the Board, Attorney York stated that all repair work is done 

inside the building at the site.   
 
During the public comments period, Town Council president Mark Sideris stated that he is 

also engaged in the automobile business and that customers today present several demands.  He noted 
that Mr. Patkin has been sensitive to the neighbors to the subject property and a pillar of the 
community.  He recommended approval of the application.   

 
Sergeant Grady stated that the Police Department had no objection to the requested 

modification, provided that the conditions stated below were imposed. 
 
Chairman Doucette stated that the application reflected an operation significantly different 

from others within the Town, by location and neighborhood and the ability to keep building doors 
closed, and noted that sales operations at the site would mask the additional service operations.   
              
  The Licensing Board voted 2 – 1 (Mr. Newman opposed) to modify the license to allow 
Sunday hours of operation, subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The Sunday hours shall be 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 
2. During the hours of operation, the overhead doors to the facility located at 149-151 

Arsenal Street shall remain closed when not in use.   
 
3. All other conditions of the license shall remain in place.   
 

 
 
 
8. Post Motors, Inc. 
 d/b/a Lexus of Watertown 
 330 Arsenal Street 
 Watertown, MA 02472 

  
  The Watertown Licensing Board met to consider the application of Post Motors, Inc. d/b/a 
Lexus of Watertown for a modification of its motor vehicle repair license to include Sunday hours of 
operation.   
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 Attorney William York appeared in support of the application, together with Murray Patkin, 
president.  Attorney York explained that the Patkin family has been in the automobile business since 
the 1950s and has been a Lexus dealer since 1989.  The business currently offers service Monday 
through Saturday and has not received any noise or traffic complaints, nor been the subject of any 
disciplinary violations.  The application is being presented to the Board on account of customer 
demand for Sunday hours, reflecting a change in the times. 

 
Attorney York submitted a list of other area automobile dealers and service establishments 

operating on Sunday.  He noted that the license holder’s business is in a retail area and no auto body 
work is done.  The licensee is concerned that if it cannot meet customer demand, it may lose 
customers. 

 
In response to a question from the Board, Attorney York stated that all repair work is done 

inside the building at the site.   
 
During the public comments period, Town Council president Mark Sideris stated that he is 

also engaged in the automobile business and that customers today present several demands.  He noted 
that Mr. Patkin has been sensitive to the neighbors to the subject property and a pillar of the 
community.  He recommended approval of the application.   

 
Sergeant Grady reported there had been no license violations and no documented complaints, 

and stated that the Police Department had no objection to the requested modification, provided that 
the conditions stated above were imposed. 

 
Chairman Doucette stated that the application reflected an operation significantly different 

from others within the Town, by location and neighborhood and the ability to keep building doors 
closed, and noted that sales operations at the site would mask the additional service operations.   
 
 The Licensing Board voted unanimously to modify the license to allow Sunday hours of 
operation, subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The Sunday hours shall be 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 
2. During the hours of operation, the overhead doors to the facility located at 330 Arsenal 

Street shall remain closed when not in use.   
 
3. All other conditions of the license shall remain in place.   
 
  

9. Charles River Automotive, LLC 
 224 Calvary Street 
 Waltham, MA 02453 

  
  The Watertown Licensing Board met to consider the application of Charles River 
Automotive, LLC for a motor vehicle repair license to be exercised at 594 Pleasant Street.   
 
 Attorney Steven Frank and Derek Marcou appeared in support of the application.       
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Attorney Frank explained that Mr. Marcou will be a co-owner of the business with his brother, 
as well as a manager.  He noted that the subject property has been the site of an automobile repair 
operation for several years.  The applicant proposes to construct a new facility, and to expend 
approximately $800,000 for a state of the art building.  The site is located in a predominantly 
industrial area and will have no impact on residences.   

 
The applicant is a transportation contractor and will be constructing the facility to consolidate 

its garage operations at a central location to facilitate vehicle repairs.  There will be 8-10 mechanics 
on site regularly.  There will be no Sunday hours of operation. 

 
Sgt. Grady stated that the Police Department had no objection to the granting of the requested 

license, provided that the conditions stated below were imposed. 
 
  The Licensing Board voted unanimously to grant the requested application, subject to 
the following conditions: 
 

1. The hours of operation shall not exceed 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday. 

 
2. The total number of vehicles shall not exceed 51 inside the building and 136 outside 

the building within the area shown on the plan submitted (“Plan of Land 594 Pleasant 
Street Watertown, Mass. prepared for American Venture 594 Corporation” by Otte 
Dwyer, Inc. Land Surveyors dated May 31, 1996, a copy of which was filed in the 
office of the Town Clerk on May 31, 2011).   

 
3. There shall be no alcoholic beverages on the property.   
 

10. Armenian Cultural & Educational Center 
 47 Nichols Avenue 
 Watertown, MA 02472 

 
 On July 21, 2011, the Watertown Licensing Board held a show cause hearing, on the 
application of the Watertown Police Department, concerning the alleged improper use and exercise of 
a special one-day alcohol license, issued under M.G.L. c.138, §14, for the premises at 47 Nichols 
Avenue on March 5, 2011, to wit: exercise of the license outside of the permitted hours of the 
scheduled event; irresponsible management of the event by failure to properly supervise the event and 
sale and delivery of alcohol at the event.    
 
 Ara Nazarian, chairman of the Center’s board of directors, appeared on behalf of the licensee.  
 
 Sgt. Grady explained that on February 16, 2011, a one-day license application was filed for an 
event to be held by the Tibetan Association of Boston.  The event took place on March 5, 2011 and 
Sgt. Grady was assigned to a police detail for the event with Det. Long.  They arrived at the premises 
at 7:00 p.m., which was the stated start time for the event on the license.  At that time, however, 
alcohol was already being served and it appeared that such had been the case for some time; Sgt. 
Grady observed empty cans and bottles in the facility.  In addition, he observed card games being 
played with the exchange of money, and informed the players that they had to stop such games.   
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 Sgt. Grady spoke to a representative of the Tibetan Association who stated that the bar had 
opened at 5:00 p.m., which was the time that the Association had requested in an e-mail to the Center.  
Det. Long had difficulty speaking to the Center’s staff person present on account of a language 
barrier.  Thereafter, the Center’s executive director was contacted and met with the officers.  During 
their discussion, she became confrontational and suggested that overseeing and managing the facility 
was the Police Department’s responsibility.  
 
 In response to questions from the Board, Sgt. Grady stated that the time for the event stated on 
the license was 7:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m., and that there was no oversight at the event by representatives 
of the Center.  He noted that the Tibetan Association had rented the facility on prior occasions and 
that e-mail correspondence with the Armenian Center indicated that the Association understood that 
alcohol service was permitted from 5:00 p.m. on.   
 
 Mr. Nazarian stated that during his 3 years as chairman of the board, there have been no 
issueswith one-day licenses, and no issues in the 30 years of the Center’s operation to his knowledge.  
He acknowledged a miscommunication with the executive director and noted that the board had had a 
long discussion with her regarding oversight and supervision of outside events.  The Center has hired 
a supervisor of events, and will use backup personnel as well.  In addition, the Center has updated its 
website with information requirements for outside events, including licenses and related obligations 
of renters.  Those using the facility must sign an acknowledgment of those requirements.   

 
 Mr. Nazarian apologized for the incident on March 5 and stated that it was his job to make 
sure that such things did not happen.  He noted that the Center has taken corrective action and does 
not take the situation lightly.  He added that the executive director is currently on a 6-month job 
review basis.  In response to a question from the Board, Mr. Nazarian stated that he was not arguing 
the facts as presented by Sgt. Grady. 
 
 Mr. Nazarian stated that he would have a full plan document, for implementation of the Police 
Department’s recommendations and other requirements of the Center, ready by the end of the month. 
 
    The Licensing Board unanimously found that the offenses alleged had occurred and 
unanimously voted to issue a letter of warning and direct the Center to comply with the 
recommendations of the Police Department stated below.       
 

- The Center shall establish and implement an oversight plan for the use of special 
one-day licenses. 

- It shall provide a list of responsible managers to the Licensing Board, both those 
persons who are to be on site during the licensed event and those who are to be called 
in the event of any problem or emergency. 

 
 

11. John and Kimberley Stathakis 
 d/b/a Orchard Park Grill 
 208-210 Waverley Avenue 
 Watertown, MA 02472 
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 The Watertown Licensing Board held a show cause hearing, on the application of the 
Watertown Police Department, concerning alleged violations of G.L. c.138 (the Liquor Control Act) 
at your restaurant premises at 208-210 Waverley Avenue, to wit:  sale/delivery of an alcoholic 
beverage to a person under 21 years of age in violation of G.L. c.138, §34 and improper management, 
by allowing such sale and failing to obey all laws, rules and regulations of the Commonwealth, the 
Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission and the Watertown Licensing Board, in violation of G.L. 
c.138, §23.   
 
 John Stathakis appeared on behalf of the licensee.      
 

Sgt. Grady testified that on February 24, 2011, the Watertown Police Department conducted a 
compliance check of several alcohol service establishments in town.  The compliance check involved 
two female volunteers, aged 19, entering licensed premises with instructions to order a beer.  The 
volunteers were given copies of the Police Department’s compliance check guidelines, which they 
stated they understood and signed.  Each volunteer’s dress and appearance were consistent with her 
age.  Photographs of the volunteers were taken prior to the compliance check operation.  Volunteers 
were asked to enter the licensed establishment, take a seat at a table or approach the bar and request 
one beer each.  If they were served, they were to advise the participating officers immediately by cell 
phone and remain seated. 
 

At approximately 9:40 p.m., the volunteers entered the Orchard Park Grill.  Within a few 
minutes thereafter, Sgt. Grady was notified by a telephone call that the volunteers had been served 
alcohol.  He went into the restaurant and observed both volunteers sitting at the bar with open bottles 
of beer in front of them.  They identified the only male bartender as the person who served them.  Sgt. 
Grady then spoke to the bartender and informed him of the compliance check.  The bartender stated 
that he was TIPS certified and apologized for the oversight.   

 
Mr. Stathakis responded that he had nothing to say and “we are guilty.”  In response to 

questions from the Board, he responded that he was not present on the evening in question at the time 
of the service to volunteers.  He noted that the bartender called him at home and told him that though 
he should have carded the volunteers, he had served them.  He added that the bartender has many 
years of experience.  Following the incident, he held an employee meeting and all those employees 
who were not TIPS certified were informed that they were to obtain certification, which has now been 
completed. 
 

Mr. Stathakis stated that the server in question was TIPS certified and it had been restaurant 
policy to request identification from everyone.  There were three new bartenders at the time of the 
compliance check that required TIPS certification.  They had been on the job for approximately one 
to two months.   
 

Mr. Stathakis apologized for not appearing on the date originally scheduled for the hearing, 
June 16, stating that he had confused the date. 
 

Sgt. Grady stated that the Police Department recommended a 2-day license suspension as a 
sanction for the violation.   
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 The Licensing Board unanimously found that the violation of sale to a minor had occurred and 
unanimously found that improper management had not occurred.  The Board unanimously voted to 
impose a 2-day suspension, and offered the licensee the opportunity to choose the dates the 
suspension would be served if he chose to waive his right of appeal.  Mr. Stathakis stated that he did 
waive his right of appeal and designated August 31 and September 1, 2011 as the dates the 
suspension would be served.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Tantawan Thai Cuisine 
 356 Arsenal Street 
 Watertown, MA 02472 

 
The Watertown Licensing Board held a show cause hearing concerning 1) alleged violations 

of Section IV.C.1.b of the Rules and Regulations of the Watertown Licensing Board, which requires 
that a restaurant authorized to sell alcohol on Sundays submit an annual report, by May 1 of each 
year, confirming that the licensed establishment derives 60% or more of its gross revenues from the 
sale of food, to wit: failure to submit an annual report for 2010 and 2) alleged violation of Section 
IV.C.4.a of the Board’s Rules and Regulations, which provides that no holder of a license for sale of 
alcoholic beverages shall close the licensed place of business for more than two consecutive days 
without first notifying the Licensing Board in writing of the reason for the closing and the length of 
the closing and that unexplained closings and closings for more than 30 days are subject to a show 
cause hearing, to wit:  closure of the restaurant premises at 356 Arsenal Street since approximately 
the beginning of April, 2011 without notice or explanation to the Licensing Board.   

 
 The hearing was originally noticed for June 16, 2011, but no one appeared on behalf of the 
licensee.  Likewise, on July 21, no one appeared on behalf of the licensee. 
 
 Sgt. Grady stated that he hand delivered the Licensing Board’s July 11, 2011 notice letter of 
the continued hearing to the residential address on file with the board for the license holder’s 
president, Sophia Jamsri.  The date of delivery was July 13, 2011.  A boy at the premises stated to 
Sgt. Grady that the woman did not live there but visited approximately once per week to pick up her 
mail.  Sgt. Grady left the letter in the mailbox.   
 
 The Board noted that the Notice of Continuance of the hearing from June 16 to July 21 stated 
that if no one appeared on behalf of the licensee, the Board may vote to cancel or revoke the license.  
The Licensing Board unanimously voted to revoke the license. 
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