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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT TYPICALS 

 

It’s Spring!  Time to Think & Talk About 
 

Open Space 
 

Please Join the Open Space & 
Recreation Plan Update Task Force 

 
At a Public Hearing 

 
The Task Force will discuss the progress of the Open 
Space & Recreation Plan, share results of the Open Space 
Survey & gather your valuable input regarding Open 
Space in the Town of Watertown. 

 
Tuesday, April 5, 2005 

 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Town Council Chamber 
Watertown Administration Building 

 
Questions?  Call the Planning Department (617) 972-6417 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 

Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Task Force 
 

Tuesday, April 5, 2005  
7:00 p.m. 

Town Council Chambers 
Administration Building 

 
 

The Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Task Force will hold a Public Hearing to solicit input from the 
members of the public regarding the 2005 Open Space and Recreation Plan Update.  The Task Force will 
present its findings to date, identify changes since the 1996 Open Space and Recreation Plan, present 
preliminary goals and objectives and gather community input for further development of the plan. 
 
For more information, contact Mary Crain at the Planning Department (617) 972-6417. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Watertown Tab & Press, February 18, 2005 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE SEEKS PUBLIC INPUT 
 
Along with their census forms this year, Watertown residents received a questionnaire about their 
current use of recreational resources and their thoughts about future improvements. This 
questionnaire was written by the town's Open Space Committee, an ad hoc group charged with 
fulfilling a state mandate to update its 5 year Open Space Plan.  Community input is crucial to the 
success of its work! 
 
The Open Space committee designed the questionnaire to be as open-ended as possible, with 
opportunity for residents to share ideas or concerns it hadn't thought to consider. In addition, the 
committee is seeking input in some specific area.  For example, how important are bicycle paths to 
Watertown residents.  If there were more paths, would they be used more? 
 



Watertown Open Space Plan 2005 - 2010 
 

Final Edition 126

 

 
 

TYPICAL OPEN SPACE SURVEY TALLY 
WATERTOWN 2005 OPEN SPACE  SURVEY FINAL COUNTS  Q 3,4, & 5 
         
 Counting Blanks and Don't Knows  Not Including Blanks & Don't 

Knows 
Total 3A Yes 3A No 3A ?   3a Yes 3a No  

2643 1613 642 388 2643  1613 642 2255 
 61% 24% 15% 100%  72% 28%  
         
         
 3B Yes 3B No 3B ?   3B yes 3B No  

 1447 715 481 2643  1447 715 2162 
 55% 27% 18% 100%  67% 33%  
         
         
         
 4A Yes 4A No 4A ?   4a yes 4a no  

 1607 489 547 2643  1607 489 2096 

The Community Preservation Act is an optional state measure which allows communities to impose a 
small surcharge on property taxes (with exemptions for seniors and low-income homeowners) that is 
matched by state money, as a way to raise money for open space, historic preservation, and 
affordable housing.  Approximately 75 communities in MA have passed this measure to date. Is there 
sufficient interest in Watertown to put this question to the voters?  
 
Closing the section of Greenough Boulevard between Arsenal and North Beacon streets to motorized 
traffic is a long-held dream of former Conservation Commission chair Diana Proctor. Diana was a 
moving force behind the creation of Arsenal Park.  Does the community support exploring this idea?   
 
The Open Space Committee has been meeting monthly since last spring to create a draft update to 
the Open Space Plan. Members were chosen to reflect all the relevant town departments and 
commissions and are: Town Councilor Susan Falkoff (chair), Charles Bering (Conservation 
Commission), Peter Brooks (Bike Committee), Jeff Brown (Planning Board) Roger Erickson 
(Historical Commission), Leo Martin (Conservation Commission), Gerry Mee (DPW Superintendent), 
Tony Paolillo (Chair, School Committee), Bruce Roberts (Conservation & Preservation agent, Tree 
Warden), Juana Salazar (Planning Board), Tom Sullivan (Recreation Department Director) and 
assisted by Mary Crain, Senior Planner with the Planning Department and Daphne Collins of the 
Conservation Commission.   
 
The public will have another opportunity to give input on March 1, when the Open Space Committee 
is holding a hearing on the draft plan it has written.  Watch for details of this event… and meanwhile 
please give thoughtful attention to this community survey. For further information, contact Mary Crain 
at 617-972-6417. 
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WATERTOWN 2005 OPEN SPACE  SURVEY FINAL COUNTS  Q 3,4, & 5 
 61% 19% 21% 100%  77% 23%  
         
         
 4B Yes 4B No 4B ?   4B yes 4B No  

 1437 529 677 2643  1437 529 1966 
 54% 20% 26% 100%  73% 27%  
         
         
 5 Yes 5 No 5 ? weekend     
 783 649 1076 135 2643    
 30% 25% 5% 0% 100%    

 
 

TYPICAL OPEN ENDED SURVEY RESPONSES #401-450 
401 Promote walking to school.  Build a student drop off area in Moxley Playground to reduce traffic jams on 

Waverley Avenue.  Let parents know that there are parks and open spaces available for their kids to combat 
obesity.  LG: There are bike lanes all over now that never get used.  Why waste more money on something 
else that won’t get used. 

402 Bikes should have bells to let you know they are coming up behind walkers, esp. those with dogs.  The 
parking lot for Upper Charles River Reservation should be for people using the path, not for people in the 
office buildings.  It is often impossible to find a space for park usage. 

403 Remove some trees for better view of river.  The more bike and ped paths the better.  LG:  on Sundays for 
recreation.  Make Watertown Sq. beautiful, always wondered why traffic can’t be re-routed.  Put outdoor 
cafés there. 

404 LG: no, using it cuts out about six stop lights and is convenient to Allston/Brighton 
405  
406  
407  
408 Maintain current parks and open spaces. Q3:  good ideas, but have no use for paths 
409 No dogs should be allowed in parks 
410  
411 Don’t use pesticides or fertilizers on the lawns in the park – they are very dangerous for kids, animals and the 

environment.  Have more shade around the playgrounds – more trees! More sprinkler parks. 
412 Regular cleaning and maintenance of river path, esp. on West side of Charles between Arsenal Street and 

Eliot Bridge.  A lot of sand builds up in this area and vegetation overhangs the path.  During construction at 
the intersection of Galen/Mt. Auburn/Rte. 20 construction workers did not provide adequate pedestrian 
paths.  People had to walk in street to get to crosswalk.  Please have police details enforce the traffic 
management plans provided by the design engineers.  Consider widening river path to consistent 6-8’.  Build 
outdoor roller hockey rink. 

413 Gates on the park off Rte 16, Watertown Street is very dangerous. 
414  
415  
416 Don’t know where LG is.  Opposed to closing that part of GB that runs from Arsenal Street to the Eliot 

Bridge. 
417 No to closing LG.  Would force traffic to travel a distance to get to No. Beacon for very little use of 

additional parking.  Any additions to tax bills will force long time residents to sell homes. 
418 Clean up parks.   
419 LG:  no because it helps relieve vehicle traffic with another place to go. 
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420 More shade at playgrounds. 
421 LG:  yes, reduction in greenhouse gases; improvement and enhancement for recreational use. 
422  
423 More benches along river path.  LG: no, it is a lovely drive through.  Open up more river viewing areas along 

Charles River Road. 
424 More bike paths.  More canoe races to amuse my wife and me on our river walks. 
425 Maintain public right of way using the great cinder trails through the Arsenal complex.  Please refurbish this. 

 Make Saltonstall Park and the Delta more visually appealing.  Bike paths need to be maintained (pavement 
and foliage(.  LG: yes, need safe places for bicyclists.  Consider south end residents.  Casey Park should be a 
priority.  Enhanced parking for Victory Field would be a plus. 

426 Add a disc golf course if there is a suitable park. Doesn’t know LG but supports the concept. 
427 LG: no it makes a great shortcut. 
428  
429 Town should enforce ordinances that require keeping sidewalks clear of snow.  Pedestrians are forced to 

walk in road and this discourages use of public transportation. 
430 More lighting, parking. 
431 DPW (maybe means DCR??) needs to maintain bushes better. 
432 Smooth paths broken by tree roots.  Light the paths better.  Keep up the good work, the improvements are 

great! 
433 More tennis courts.  Extended pool hours and season.  Improve condition of Pleasant Street.  LG: yes, it 

seems unnecessary for motor traffic. 
434 Better upkeep of existing parks.  Q 3:  there is too much traffic in that area already.  It is too dangerous for 

children to ride bikes, even on a bike path. 
435 Reliable access to MDC pool on Pleasant Street.  Last two years it has been closed way too much.  Would 

love some bicycle lanes on busier streets and near all public schools.  LG:  yes, if not full time, then on 
weekends like Memorial Drives, especially April through November. 

436  
437 LG: no, drive it frequently to get to the recycle center to avoid traffic at the Square and Arsenal Street. 
438 Install a fitness trail.  As much as possible bike paths should be run away from motor vehicle paths to avoid 

injuries.  In all cases signals should be installed to warn bikers of intersections.  LG: not, closing it would 
increase traffic on other roads. 

439 I would like a dog but town has no dog space!  Need dog parks. 
440 More soccer fields.  Wider running/bike paths. 
441 Make the existing path along the river wider and better lit.  LG: sounds like a great idea. 
442  
443  
444  
445 Better lights at the track for night walkers.  Tennis court is lit up enough to play why not the track? 
446  
447 Plow track in winter.  Do not cut grass when walkers are on track, stop pesticides!  The bikepaths are an 

invitation to crime as is the Arsenal Mall.  Erect fencing at Lowell to make it safe to sled on Orchard Street 
before a child sleds out onto the street. 

448 Make the railway bike path a reality all the way from Watertown Square to Lexington. 
449  
450 New benches near the river on Charles River Road.  Removal of overgrown brush. 

 
 
 
 
 
 




